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I much enjoyed my thesis research while working for my Ph.D. at Indiana
University with Salvador Luria’s supervision. My effective “Bible” was then D. H.
Lea’s Action of Radiation on Living Cells (Cambridge at the University Press and the
MacMillan Company, New York, 1947). My copy was acquired on December 10,
1947. “Target Theory” fascinated me with it possibly giving the sizes of the “gene.”
Now radiation biology has an infinitely more solid base, rooted in unassailable facts as
opposed to naive hopes. Most importantly, we see that while mistakes in DNA copying
give rise to genetic disease, at the same time they provide the constant supply of new
variants which let us move forward into the future. Much too much genetic disease is
the price human societies pay for the possibility of responding fast to unforeseen

environmental challenges,

There remain so many important facts still to be revealed by science.

Sincerely,
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James D. Watson
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