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China Isotope & Radiation Association (CIRA)
President

Lei Zengguang

It was learned that President Akito Arima passed away
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on Sunday,December 6, 2020, at the age of 90.

As Japanese nuclear physicist (known for the
interacting boson model) and former education minister,
also the former president of the University of Tokyo, he
made outstanding contributions in related fields all his
life. On top of many awards he received in Japan for his
achievement in nuclear physics, President Akito Arima
was given France's highest order of merit, Legion of
Honor. His achievements have been recognized all over
the world.

President Akito Arima vigorously promoted the
exchange and cooperation between Japan and China in
the field of Nuclear physics, and contributed greatly to
the promotion and development of Nuclear physics in
China.

As the President of Japan Radioisotope Association
(JRIA), Dr. Akito Arima visited China Isotope &
Radiation Association (CIRA) many times and actively
promoted the exchange and cooperation between JRIA
and CIRA. Also, he made great contributions to the CJK
cooperation, promoted the signing of cooperation
agreements between China, Japan and Korea.

On behalf of CIRA, I would like to express my deep
appreciation for his contribution to the cooperation
between Japan and China, and express my deep

condolences on his passing.

Sincerely yours,

Korean Association for Radiation Application (KARA)
President

Kyungll Jung

When we heard that of Dr. Akito Arima, the President
of the Japan Radioisotope Association had passed away
we felt a great sense of loss. On behalf of the Korean
Association for Radiation Application (KARA),
representing more than 500 RI related enterprises in
Korea, I would like to express my deepest condolences to
his bereaved family through you. We want to let you
know that we have our greatest sympathy. Our hearts are

truly saddened.
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Dr. Akito Arima was more than just a truly wonderful
and highly well-known gentleman nationally and
internationally; he was the president of Tokyo University
from 1989 to 1993, the Minister of Education in Japan
from 1998 to 1999, the president of RIKEN from 1993 to
1998, and most recently he had been the president of
JRIA from 2008 to 2020. He also received many awards
and honors such as the Bonner Prize of the American
Physical Society (1993), a Grand Officer of the Legion
of Honor (1998), an Honorary Knight Commander of
the Order of the British Empire (KBE) (2002), the
Order of Culture (2010) among others. In particular, as
president at the JRIA, he recently hosted the CJK
Meeting in Tokyo in 2018, and signed the Agreement for
Cooperation among KARA, CIRA, and JRIA to
strengthen and develop the friendly relations and
cooperation among the three representative countries.

Accordingly, at this time, we know that his passing
will not only leave a void in our lives, but in the hearts of
all those who knew him. Our community has lost a
valued person and a supporter of our international
scientific efforts. His friendly presence will be greatly
missed. Our deepest condolences go to his family
members and his friends.

If there is anything that we can do to help you in
anyway, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time.

Our sincere thoughts and prayers are with you.

Sincerely yours,

LB CIRA - Wang BI&E, KRIA(IR - KARA) * Lee 2





